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Stuart McMillan MSP
MEMBER OF THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT FOR

GREENOCK AND INVERCLYDE CONSTITUENCY
HELLO AND WELCOME TO THE 30TH ISSUE OF MY REGULAR NEWSLETTER
Another month has passed and the Coronavirus is still very much at the forefront of our minds. I expect this
will be the case for some time to come, as it’s crucial we continue with the lockdown measures to protect
our NHS and save lives.
Regardless, I hope people who celebrate Easter were able to do so. Even though society cannot gather
doesn’t mean we are not in community with one another. Religious groups are doing a great job of creating
community online and using technology to provide comfort and support at a time when people can feel
isolated.
The Easter holidays were not ‘normal’ either and I know children and their families will be finding lockdown
hard. Many parents and guardians are having to become teachers while juggling work. Please make use of
the excellent online resources at www.parentclub.scot to help with learning.
On a positive note, NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde is collaborating on the development of an antibody test in
the fight against COVID-19. Accurate and reliable testing is a key part of the COVID-19 response strategy and
a critical component of the safe and managed easing of current lockdown restrictions.
Throughout this month, my staff and I have continued to support constituents
and local businesses on a range of issues, including access to PPE, shielding, and
individuals and businesses allegedly flouting the social distancing rules.
I have also contacted the Scottish and UK Governments on a number of issues,
including the gaps in COVID-19 Business Support schemes. More information on
support for the newly self-employed and SME firms suffering hardship, which is
due to become available in early May, is provided overleaf.
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LIFELINE SUPPORT FOR BUSINESS CONFIRMED
This month, the Economy Secretary Fiona Hyslop MSP confirmed that grant funding for the newly self-employed
suffering hardship and SMEs in distress would be made available soon.
On 30 April 2020, applications opened for the £100 million fund to support the self-employed and SMEs is broken into
three separate funds as follows:
• £34 million Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund, managed by Local Authorities, will be allocated to the newly
self-employed facing hardship through £2,000 grants
• £20 million Creative, Tourism & Hospitality Enterprises Hardship Fund, managed by the Enterprise Agencies in
partnership with Creative Scotland and VisitScotland for creative, tourism and hospitality companies not in receipt of
business rates relief
• £45 million Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund, managed by the Enterprise Agencies for vulnerable SME firms who
are vital to the local or national economic foundations of Scotland
The Scottish Government is also providing £1 million to top up Creative Scotland’s Bridging Bursaries in the
not-for-profit sector.
This support addresses some of the gaps in existing business support schemes, as the recently self-employed are
excluded from the UK’s Self-Employment Income Support Scheme. It also will provide creative, tourism and
hospitality companies of up to 50 employees not receiving business rates relief with rapid access to £3,000 hardship
grants or larger grants up to £25,000 where it can be demonstrated support is needed.
To check if your business is eligible and to apply for this funding, visit
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice

EXTENDING PPE ACCESS TO ALL SOCIAL CARE PROVIDERS
Everyone who provides social care will have access to appropriate PPE under new arrangements announced by the
Health Secretary.
Local Hubs will distribute PPE supplies to the whole of the social care sector where normal supply routes have not
been successful. These hubs will extend their provision to include all social care providers, and unpaid or family carers
and personal assistants.
If you are an unpaid carer based in Inverclyde, please contact Inverclyde Carers’ Centre or Inverclyde Council to access
PPE. Alternatively, you can call the Social Care PPE Support Centre on 0300 303 3020 and they can provide you with
information.
Inverclyde Carers’ Centre’s office is closed, but staff are contactable by email and telephone. Please visit their
website, Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest information. In response to COVID-19, the centre has realigned
funding of up to £150 per unpaid carer to enable those looking after the most vulnerable people in Inverclyde to have
a break from their caring role. Please take advantage of this if you are eligible.
I have provided a list of contacts and local information relating to Coronavirus overleaf.

PLEASE PHONE OR EMAIL ME IF YOU REQUIRE MY ASSISTANCE,
WHETHER YOUR QUERY RELATES TO COVID-19 OR NOT.
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Inverclyde Council’s COVID-19 website: https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/covid-19
New local helpline:
Inverclyde Council and CVS Inverclyde have launched a new single point of contact for residents in need
during the coronavirus pandemic. Call 01475 715275 if you are not on the shielding list but need assistance
with provisions or require advice and support.

Local helpline for frontline workers:
Mind Mosaic Counselling & Therapy have set up a support line for frontline workers in Inverclyde. Call 01475
892208 or email covid19@mindmosaic.co.uk to speak to one of their fully trained counsellors if you’re
feeling overwhelmed and exhausted during the Coronavirus pandemic.

Prescription deliveries:
If you or someone you know someone needs a prescription delivered, call 01475 711733 or email
admin@cvsinverclyde.org.uk with the person’s name, address, DOB, a contact number, the name of the
pharmacy they use, and when the prescription is needed.

Self-isolation boxes / Grocery deliveries:
Self-isolation boxes are available to anyone who can’t get a delivery of food. To order, call Belville
Community Trust on 01475 726034. If you’re self-isolating, need groceries but can’t access you money,
phone 01475 553353 between 10am-4pm, Monday to Friday to place an order. This will be delivered to you
and they will invoice you for payment later.

Financial Fitness:
Advisers are providing welfare benefit and money advice via telephone (01475 729239 / 07786 965 350) and
email (finfitteam@yahoo.co.uk). An answering machine is in operation for their landline but they will return
your call ASAP. Their mobile line is available Monday-Friday, 10am-2pm.
The Scottish Government has published an outline of how and when the lockdown may be lifted. I urge
everyone to read this document, which can be found online:

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making/
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Due to Covid-19, my office is closed
until further notice.

Constituents can still contact
me by email and telephone.
Monthly surgeries will be conducted
over telephone until further notice.
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