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Stuart McMillan MSP
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GREENOCK AND INVERCLYDE CONSTITUENCY
HELLO AND WELCOME TO THE 28TH ISSUE OF MY REGULAR NEWSLETTER
Throughout this month, I have been attending the
Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee’s
Ferguson’s Inquiry. At the end of the first session,
Scottish Conservative MSP Edward Mountain, who
convenes the committee, suggested the Scottish
Government could have sent the contracts abroad to
South-East Asia.
If this had happened, hundreds of jobs would have not
only been lost at the Port Glasgow shipyard, but also
jobs involved in supplying the yard with materials.
When I raised Mr Mountain’s comments at FMQs on
23 January 2020, I was pleased that the First Minister
reiterated her Scottish Government’s commitment to
supporting shipbuilding on the Clyde and does not
intend to hand over contracts to overseas yards.

Many constituents will be aware of NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde’s recent decision
to temporarily close the GP Out of Hours service at the IRH.
Most people are prepared to travel for specialised services but the GPs Out of Hours
service is not a specialised service.
I have consequently written to the Chief Executive of the health board to express my
anger at this decision and have called for it to be overturned. I have also asked the
Health Secretary to ask the health board to reconsider this decision.
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This month I had an informative meeting with the Minister for Energy, Connectivity and the Islands, Paul
Wheelhouse MSP, discussing ferries and shipbuilding in Inverclyde.
In the chamber, I’ve asked seven questions this month, including an FMQ on the economic impact of flooding given
the recent trunk road closures due to extreme weather locally.
I’ve also spoken in two opposition party debates, the first on NHS staff whereby I reiterated my support for all those
working in our health service, and the second on Police Scotland funding during which I welcomed the additional
£60m for the service from the Scottish Government as a result of the budget deal reached with the Scottish Greens.
Ronnie Cowan MP and I were invited by Network Rail to see the works underway to
repair and strengthen the railway bridge at Dellingburn Street.
I recognise that the closure of the road has been inconvenient for many
constituents, but the investment from Network Rail to ensure the bridge has a
longer lifespan is welcome.
As River Clyde Homes settle into their new offices on Pottery Street, it was great
to visit their new premises. Being located on the main road between Port Glasgow
and Greenock will be more accessible for tenants, and I wish the team all the best
for the future.
Prior to leaving their Roxburgh Street offices, I met RCH’s Chief Executive
regarding a number of reoccurring issues constituents are reporting to me.
It was a pleasure to visit St. Andrew’s Primary School this month and talk to their
Primary 7 pupils about my role as their local MSP. As expected, the children asked
great questions — they even sent me away with some homework, as they asked
what my favourite quote was on the external Canongate walls of the Scottish
Parliament. On reflection, my favourite would have to be by the late Scottish writer
and artist, Alasdair Gray: “Work as if you live in the early days of a better nation.”

Stuart visiting the railway bridge at
Dellingburn Street

The high cost of fuel locally is an issue I’m continuing to work on as it’s unfair that
my constituents are paying higher costs for filling up in Inverclyde than in
neighbouring areas.
I have asked Morrisons, BP and Tesco to meet with Inverclyde Chamber of
Commerce and myself individually to discuss local pump prices, as due to
competition law they claim they are unable to engage in a roundtable discussion
on the matter.
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Drop-in Surgeries
Last Friday of every month
(except July and December)
10.00 Am Port Glasgow Library
13.00 Pm Gourock Library
Please contact the office for details.
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