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As per my last newsletter (October) I was unable to produce a November edition due to the General Election taking 
place. Therefore, this edition will cover my activities over the last two months and will be my  final newsletter of 2019.
  
In November, I welcomed Whinhill Primary pupils to the Scottish Parliament to perform nursery rhymes in seven 
different languages for the MSPs. I was thrilled the First Minister and the International Development Minister, Ben 
Macpherson MSP, were able to meet the pupils and as they were great ambassadors for their school and showed that 
learning other languages can be fun.

WINTER NEWSLETTER 2019

HELLO AND WELCOME TO THE 26TH ISSUE OF MY REGULAR NEWSLETTER.

Me�y Christmas
and best wishes for the coming year

From Stuart McMillan MSP and Staff



WCS students meeting 
the Children’s Minister in 
the chamber then having 
a discussion with Stuart 
in the committee rooms

Stuart opening the Marine Tourism Symposium

Stuart at the Inver Racers’ Celebration Event
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People locally will know of the fantastic work Kathleen Orr and 
her family have been doing to distribute public access 
defibrillators (PADs) across Inverclyde. Kathleen has been doing 
this tirelessly in memory of her son, Jayden, so it was great to 
join her as the first of 30 PADs donated by St. Andrew’s First Aid 
was installed in Greenock.

I was also pleased to host nursing students from West College Scotland’s Greenock campus at the Scottish 
Parliament. Before attending FMQs, I arranged for the Minister for Children and Young People, Maree Todd MSP, to 
meet the students and encourage them in their studies.

I also spoke in four debates covering the upcoming UEFA European 
championships in Scotland, Scotland’s ferry network, and the rights 
of EU citizens in Scotland. I also hosted a Member’s Debate for 
Road Safety Week.

In November, I hosted the Marine Tourism Symposium to bring 
together people from across the industry to discuss opportunities in 
Scotland — particularly ahead of the Year of Coast and Waters next 
year.

In the debating chamber, I asked four questions that month, 
including an FMQ, on the safety of ScotRail staff, support for young 
people entering work, fare avoidance on trains, and violence against 
women and girls.

Stuart with Kathleen and representatives from St. Andrew’s 
First Aid for the first defibrillator launch

It was a particular highlight to attend the Inver 
Racers’ Celebration at Inverclyde Academy. The boys 
have been a credit to themselves and their school. 
They have worked so hard and deserve all the praise 
laid on them.  



Towards the end of the year, it’s always a 
pleasure to support Inverclyde Childminding 
Network’s event at Funworld, where they ask 
families to donate items for the local foodbank 
in exchange for a fun, free morning at the soft 
play centre.

This year I invited the Children and Young 
People’s Minister, Maree Todd MSP, so she 
could see just some of the fantastic work the 
childminders do locally. I was delighted she 
agreed to attend.

The childminders and parents in attendance 
were also able to discuss the 1,14o hour rollout 
of free childcare for 3-5 year olds, which comes 
into force in August 2020

In December, I joined the Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing on a visit to Jericho House in Greenock. 
This was to see the work they’re doing locally to support people living with drug and alcohol misuse, and how the 
Scottish Government can support their projects going forward.

During the last week of the parliament sitting in 2019, S5/6 pupils from Inverclyde Academy visited Holyrood as part 
of the Scottish Parliament’s Education Service.  It was great to meet them and answer their questions about the role 
of an MSP.

In December I also asked three questions in the debating chamber—one regarding the GP Out of Hours service in 
Inverclyde, one about the future of Scotland’s railways given the announcement that the Abellio ScotRail contract 
will end early, and one about the future pipeline of work for Ferguson Marine (Port Glasgow) Ltd now it is formally 
under public ownership. I also spoke in a debate about achieving a fairer Scotland for all who choose to live and 
work here and make Scotland their home.

Stuart with the Children’s 
Minister at Funworld meeting 

local childminders

Stuart at Poppy Scotland’s Annual Launch in the 
Scottish Parliament

Stuart meeting Scottish Gas engineers at Holyrood in support of their Stay 
Warm This Winter campaign
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Last Friday of every month
 (except July and December) 

Please contact the office for details. 

Stuart.Mcmillan.MSP
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01475 720 930
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Stuart McMillan MSP

Gourock Library 

10.00 Am
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Port Glasgow Library

The costs of this publication have been met out parliamentary resources. The SPCB is not responsible for the content of external websites.

Please note that my office is CLOSED from 2pm on Monday 23 December and REOPENS at 10am on Monday 6 
January.

However, if you require urgent assistance over the festive period, I hope the following contact numbers prove 
helpful if required:

LOCAL CONTACTS
 
Inverclyde Council: 01475 717171 / 719999
 
Inverclyde Royal Hospital: 01475 633777
 
Glasgow & Partners Emergency Social Work Service: 
0300 343 1505
 
Trunk Road Faults: 0800 028 1414
 
Scottish Fire & Rescue (Renfrewshire & Inverclyde, 
non-emergencies): 01505 322144
 
Roads and Lighting Faults: 0800 373 635
 
Jericho House: 01475 741950
 
Inverclyde Foodbank: 01475 787177
 
Inverclyde Women’s Aid: 01475 888505
 
Inverclyde HSCP: 01475 715 365

NATIONAL CONTACTS
 
NHS24: 111
 
Police Scotland (non-emergencies): 101
 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111
 
Scottish Women’s Aid: 0800 027 1234
 
Victim Support Scotland: 0345 603 9213
 
Breathing Space: 0800 83 85
 
Samaritans: 08457 909090
 
Scottish Water: 0800 0778 778
 
Scottish Power: 0800 027 0072
 
Floodline Scotland: 0345 988 1188
 
SSPCA: 03000 999 999

While it’s truly sad that people in our community are hungry and 
require the help of local foodbanks, it’s heart-warming to see so 
many people donating items ahead of Christmas.
 
However, come January there will still be people needing the 
foodbank’s support, so please if you can, continue to donate 
items in the New Year. Every donation makes a difference.


