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Hello and welcome to the 24th edition of my Regular Newsletter
The Scottish Parliament reconvened in September following summer recess, and I was pleased to highlight several
issues in the chamber this month.
I secured two FMQs—one regarding Police Scotland’s #GetConsent campaign, and
one on the new drug driving law coming into force.
I also asked five questions on the following subjects: Fergusons, inter-governmental
relations, depopulation locally, active travel, and drug-related deaths. In addition to
this, I spoke in a debate about how damaging a No-Deal Brexit will be for Scotland.
At the start of the new parliamentary year, the First Minister outlines the Programme
for Government for 2019-20. Some key policies include:

• Investing an additional £20m to help tackle the drug emergency
• Over £500m invested in bus services
• Decarbonising Scotland’s railways by 2035
• Introducing a Women’s Health Plan to address inequalities in women’s health
• Investing a further £1bn in schools
• The Scottish Child Payment will be launched ahead of
schedule—with the first payments made by Christmas 2020

You can read the full programme on the Scottish Government’s website—
www.gov.scot/programme-for-government/.
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It was great to take part in Alzheimer Scotland’s Memory Walk through Inverclyde to
help fundraise for this fantastic cause that sees money reinvested into dementia
services locally.
I also visited The Inverclyde Shed to meet those involved in the group and see if
there was any way I could support them going forward.
For Scottish Food & Drink Fortnight, I made an authentic Italian pizza with a Scottish
twist at Tonino’s Pizzeria to celebrate local restauranteurs and food producers.
On a lovely sunny morning, I joined Wemyss Bay Primary School pupils for a beach
clean organised by the Marine Conservation Society. It was sad to see so much
plastic, but rewarding to know we stopped so much of it from entering our oceans.
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I also enjoyed returning to my old high school for Port Glasgow High School’s Prizegiving
to celebrate the pupils’ wonderful achievements.
To try to further improve Inverclyde’s transport infrastructure, I hosted Transport
Scotland and Scotland Transerv officials for a drive-around to show them some of the
major issues affecting our trunk roads.
This was a result of the positive dialogue with the transport agencies from last year’s
drive-around that I organised. Ian Moffat, Managing Director of ARC Fleet and Inverclyde
Chamber of Commerce member, joined to share the concerns of local businesses.
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Drop-in Surgeries
Last Friday of every month
(except July and December)
10.00 Am Port Glasgow Library
13.00 Pm Gourock Library
Please contact the office for details.
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