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Over the course of the month, I’ve asked six questions in the chamber. This has been on a number of topics, 
including a No-Deal Brexit, Inverclyde’s tourism offering and growing older population, fracking, greenhouse gas 
emissions and Ferguson’s being taken into public ownership.  

I’ve also spoken in two debates—one regarding the ScotRail franchise, and the other on the Glasgow School of Art 
Fire, as I’m a member of the Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee, which has been looking into 
this issue.
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It was a pleasure to host the MacLean brothers — known as Team BROAR — at the Scottish Parliament for their 
24-hour row ahead of the Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge. As you can see from the photo, I even joined in myself! 
They will be the first three brothers to row any ocean, and if you’d like to donate to their two chosen charities, 
Children 1st and Feedback Madagascar, visit:

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/Broar. 

HELLO AND WELCOME TO THE 25TH ISSUE OF MY REGULAR NEWSLETTER.
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Stuart appeared on BBC’s Debate Night on 
Wednesday 2 October

Stuart visiting Port Glasgow Fire Station with the 
Minister for Community Safety

Stuart visiting Scottish War Blinded’s Hawkhead 
Centre with Inverclyde HSCP staff
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I was invited to be part of BBC Scotland’s Debate Night that 
was being filmed at the Beacon Arts Centre this month. As the 
local MSP, it was a useful discussion about what matters to people 
in Inverclyde.

It was a privilege to attend the official opening of Scotland’s 
Boat Show at the Kip Marina this month. It was great to see 
that, once again, it was a huge success, attracting people from all 
over the UK and the world. 

After visiting Port Glasgow Fire Station earlier this year to hear 
about their Home Fire Safety Visits initiative, I invited the 
Community Safety Minister, Ash Denholm MSP, to meet the 
Andersons and local health visitors to hear about their fresh 
approach to fire safety.

These visits are offered to new parents in Port Glasgow and 
Kilmacolm to provide advice on fire escape plans and smoke, heat 
and carbon monoxide alarms. 
Please make sure you register if you’re eligible.

This month I visited Notre Dame High School to be interviewed for 
Notre Dame Now, which is part of a series of interviews aimed at 
enabling the pupils to engage with the wider community. This was 
good fun and as always, they didn’t shy away from asking 
challenging questions!

I also visited St. Stephen’s High School to meet S4 pupils 
studying National 5 Modern Studies. They also impressed me with 
their thought-provoking questions, and I wish them all the best 
with their studies.

As Convenor of the Cross-Party Group on Visual 
Impairment, I’ve been working with Scottish War Blinded 
to try to improve referral rates for eligible veterans in 
Inverclyde. I therefore organised a visit to their Hawkhead 
Centre in Paisley and invited representatives from 
Inverclyde HSCP to show them what the charity offers 
veterans living with sight loss issues.


