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The Scottish Parliament reconvened on Tuesday 2 September following a two-month summer recess, and despite 
people often thinking that this is ‘time off’ for politicians, my office and diary has been extremely busy.
 

Throughout July and August, I have:

· Visited 22 businesses and organisations to find out more about their work,

· Attended 25 meetings with local and national groups, and

· Welcomed  four Scottish Government Ministers to Inverclyde.

 
I will go into more detail about my summer activities in the following pages.
 
Inverclyde’s community is a fantastic blend of old and new, with long-standing businesses and groups still proudly 
serving the area, and new ones seeing the benefits of being based here. I am proud to represent Greenock and 
Inverclyde and look forward to continuing to serve as the local MSP during this 2019-20 parliamentary year.



Stuart with Judy Murray at a Scotland’s 
Futures Forum seminar in Holyrood

Due to publishing my Annual Report for 2018-19 during the summer, my latest newsletter covers the month of May. 
Therefore, I want to highlight some of my parliamentary activities in June.
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I’m a board member of Scotland’s Futures Forum — which is the Scottish 
Parliament’s futures think-tank, working on a non-party basis to promote 
research and stimulate debate on challenges and opportunities Scotland faces.

As part of our seminar series with Leaders in Sport and Physical Activity, 
former Fed Cup Captain Judy Murray visited Holyrood to share her 
experience of coaching tennis in Scotland.

It was a pleasure to meet Judy and hear her thoughts on the future of 
sport and physical activity in Scotland.

I am proud to regularly welcome constituents, school pupils and local groups 
to the Scottish Parliament. June was no exception as I hosted pupils from St 
Stephen’s High School and a visit from Inverclyde Youth Council. 

I hope they enjoyed their tours, attending FMQs and sitting in the First 
Ministers chair!

In the chamber, I took part in a debate on the Scottish economy, 
and a Scottish Government debate on tenement maintenance.

I also asked six questions on the following topics: greenhouse gas emissions, veterans, Brexit, housing, child poverty 
and transvaginal mesh, as well as asking an FMQ on the harm caused by scams.

Following Greenock PC Kirsty Boyd being named Scotland’s Police Officer of the Year 2018 by Scottish Women’s 
Development Forum, I arranged for the Justice Secretary, Humza Yousaf MSP, to meet PC Kirsty and personally 
congratulate her on this award. PC Kirsty is a credit to Police Scotland and her commitment to supporting vulnerable 
young people in Inverclyde is admirable.

Stuart during his field visit with Openreach

Stuart, PC Kirsty Boyd and the Justice 
Secretary

I visited Openreach engineers working on an installation of ultra fast 
broadband technology for new homes in Gourock. The future-proof, 
reliable services can carry speads of up to 1Gbps1 - around 18.5 
timesfaster than the Uk’s current average, which recently topped 
54Mbps according to Ofcom.  



Greenock Ocean Terminal is welcoming more and more cruise liners every year, so I visited Newark Castle to hear 
how it is benefitting from increased tourism in Inverclyde. Anne-Marie, the castle’s Monument Manager, was very 
welcoming and is delighted that tourists are flocking to our local castle.  
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After organising a litter pick at Gourock’s Tower Hill in May, my staff and I 
joined Ronnie Cowan MP’s office for a litter pick at Murdieston Dam. We 
were alarmed at the level of fly-tipping clearly taking place there and how 
many plastic bread bags are left behind from people feeding the ducks.  

Inverclyde made national news this summer as the Scottish Government 
saved Ferguson’s from closure, which I support. 

My priority is to protect local jobs and make sure shipbuilding continues 
in Port Glasgow. I therefore joined the Finance Secretary, Derek Mackay 
MSP, as he met with staff at the yard to emphasise the Scottish 
Government’s commitment to shipbuilding in the area.

Taking Ferguson’s into public control is a process that is still underway, 
but I believe a positive way forward can now be found for the 
unfinished ships, the staff and the yard as a whole.

For the launch of Cloch Housing Association’s new e-bike scheme for 
residents, the Transport Secretary, Michael Matheson MSP, and I went 
along for a test ride. This initiative promotes healthy, active travel at no 
cost to Cloch tenants, so I hope people take advantage of it.

As part of my summer activities, I also met the new Chief 
Superintendent of the K Division, Alan Murray, and spent an afternoon 
shadowing Sgt Jason Logsdon and Sgt Laura Stewart on the job. This 
showed me some of the issues our local police officers deal with on a 
regular basis.

Stuart and his staff alongside Ronnie Cowan MP, his staff and 
Cllr Jim McEleny at Murdieston Dam after the litter pick

Stuart with Newark Castle’s Monument 
Manager

Ronnie Cowan MP, the Finance Secretary and 
Stuart outside Ferguson Marine

Stuart, Ronnie Cowan MP and the Transport 
Secretary trying Cloch HA’s new e-bikes



Drop-in Surgeries

Stuart McMillan MSP
Get in touch

Last Friday of every month
 (except July and December) 

Please contact the office for details. 

Stuart.Mcmillan.MSP
@parliament.scot

01475 720 930

StuMcMillanSNP

Stuart McMillan MSP

Gourock Library 

10.00 Am

13.00 Pm

Port Glasgow Library

The costs of this publication have been met out parliamentary resources. The SPCB is not responsible for the content of external websites.

On Friday 23 August, I hosted a Blooming Great Tea Party in my constituency 
office to raise money for Marie Curie. The charity provides person-centred 
palliative care to people at the end of their life, so I was delighted to raise 
£158.02. Thank you to everyone who came along, brought baking, and donated.

As well as spending a day out with the police, I joined Bob, a local postal 
worker, during his deliveries to see the job first hand.  This was good fun but 
also gave me an insight into how physically demanding the role is.
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It was great to welcome the Deputy First Minister, John Swinney MSP, to 
Inverclyde twice this summer—first to meet Morton’s Community Trust, then 
to visit the Inver Racers at West College Scotland’s Greenock campus.

It was particularly special to have the Deputy FM visit the Inver Racers as I had 
invited him to meet the boys after visiting them in June. I wanted to highlight 
the group’s achievements and how beneficial this project has been for the 
kids involved. Inverclyde Academy, the college and Developing the Young 
Workforce have worked together on this project, so I’m pleased to secure the 
Scottish Government’s support.

I also met the Housing Minister, Kevin Stewart MSP, during his visit to some 
of the major planning works underway locally, and welcomed the Rural 
Affairs Minister, Mairi Gougeon MSP, back to the constituency on her visit to 
Wemyss Bay Primary School for a healthy school lunch.

Stuart helping Bob with the post

Stuart with constituents at his 
Blooming Great Tea Party

Stuart paying the Inver 
Racers a second visit, this 

time with the Deputy FM, as 
the Inverclyde Academy 
boys show off the F24 
racecar they’ve built


