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19 March 2019 
 
Dear Stuart 
 
Thank you for meeting with me on 13 March 2019 to discuss the issue of penalties for 
offences against the welfare of animals protected by the Animal Health and Welfare 
(Scotland) Act 2006. 
 
As I mentioned during the meeting the Scottish Government proposes to increase the 
maximum available penalties for the offences of causing unnecessary suffering and for 
animal fighting to five years imprisonment and/or an unlimited fine.  It intends that the most 
serious animal welfare offences could, in future, be prosecuted under solemn procedure, 
removing the statutory time limits for prosecution.  Those proposed changes would appear to 
meet the concerns of those supporting the Greenock Telegraph’s petition.   
 
The Scottish Government is currently holding a public consultation, running from 1 February 
to 26 April 2019, on amendments to the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 
2006.  Proposals include permitting the use of solemn criminal procedure for the most 
serious animal welfare offences, permitting more efficient procedures for at risk animals 
taken into possession and introducing powers to apply Fixed Penalty Notices to less serious 
animal welfare offences.   
 
We welcome the views of all those interested in our proposals.  Should your constituents 
wish to offer their views, the public consultation can be accessed at 
https://consult.gov.scot/animal-welfare/animal-health-welfare-act-amendment-2019/  
 

 
 
 
MAIRI GOUGEON 
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