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Hello and welcome to the 13th edition of my regular newsletter

While students and pupils have been preparing for exams, the Scottish Government
has continued its preparations for Brexit.

Stuart attended and
spoke at the 1820
Radical War Memorial in
Greenock along with
Cllrs Jim MacLeod and
Chris Curley

The Scottish Government wants to reach a deal with the UK Government on their EU
Withdrawal Bill and it will continue to work for one, but the latest UK Government
amendments would mean Holyrood’s powers being limited for up to 7 years. The
Scottish Government have stated it cannot support these amendments as it
undermines the principles of devolution Scotland overwhelmingly voted for in 1997.
It looks like the campaign to slash the betting stake on Fixed Odds Betting Terminals
(FOBT’s) is winning with reports that they will be cut from £100 per spin to £2 per
spin. I have long campaigned for this change to come, and am pleased the
Chancellor has eventually taken the right decision. I know it will help save the lives,
relationships and families of many people
In the Chamber I held a Member’s
Debate for the Show Some Heart,
Jayden Orr campaign.
This was an emotional debate but
one I hope will help raise more
awareness about the importance of
Public Access Defibrillators (PADs).
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Stuart met with local
Sustrans volunteers who
maintain the cycle paths in
Inverclyde
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In Parliament, I also welcomed representatives from WEvolution
self-reliant groups (SRG) and my colleague Tom Arthur MSP came
along to meet one of his constituents. SRGs bring people from a
shared economic/social background together to support each
other and learn and develop new skills, with the hope of
establishing a small business together.
They are a perfect example of the amazing things community spirit
can do, and are empowering people in Scotland.

I also welcomed the Scottish FA to Holyrood as I hosted
their Year of Young People event.
This was an inspiring evening where guests and MSPs
heard how young people are shaping Scottish football’s
future. They highlighted a selection of youth-orientated
Cashback for Communities initiatives, some of which
operate locally. Inverclyde benefits from the Scottish
Government Cashback for Communities funding whether
its in sports to creative projects.
I was invited to attend the official opening of the Bluebird
Family Centre’s re-opening after its 1.3m refurbishment. It looked fabulous and the children and staff now have
an excellent facility.
Inverclyde Childminding Network invited me to be a judge with their art competition which was open to
anyone aged under 16. The theme ‘I Love...’ attracted a wide range of entries and showcased the wonderful
artistic talent young people in Inverclyde have. The prizes were donated from various businesses in Inverclyde
including the Waterfront Cinema, Funworld, Smiths of Greenock, Tesco and Amazon.
Other news from the Parliament includes Holyrood unanimously passing Scottish Social Security Bill which
brings 11 benefits under the control of the Scottish Government. This devolved Scottish Social Security System
has been set up based on fairness, dignity and respect. These benefits represent 15% of all benefits with 85%
still remaining at Westminster.
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