
Serving Port Glasgow, Greenock, Gourock, Wemyss Bay and Inverkip  
Hello and welcome to the 9th edition of my regular newsletter.
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Happy New Year to all my constituents and I hope that 2018 is fruitful 
for you. December proved to be a busy month for me even though 
the festive season was approaching.  

Despite Parliament only meeting for three weeks in December, I 
spoke in three debates. The first was the Lib Dems’ Justice Debate 
where I criticised them for not praising the hard work of Police 
Officers in Scotland — yes there are challenges that need to be 
addressed but the constant negativity surrounding our police force is 
damaging morale among the Police and our communities.  

During the Conservatives Finance Debate I highlighted the 
detrimental impact the UK Government’s austerity agenda is having 
on many of my constituents. The third debate I took part in was to 
celebrate the Scottish Street Pastors’ 10th Anniversary. We are very 
fortunate in Inverclyde to have Street and Rail Pastors and I thank 
them for all their work. 

Stuart McMillan MSP  

Greenock and Inverclyde Constituency  
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Stuart spent a day with a Scottish 

Ambulance Service Crew, attending 

calls to better understand the working 

day of paramedics & technicians.  

Last month I also attended the official 
opening of the Robert Burns collection 
at Custom House in Greenock. This is a 
great facility that I’m sure will be well 
visited in the run up to Burns Night.  

Stuart supported Small Business 
Saturday on 2 December, visiting local 

businesses Pirate & Bluebell and Studio 
Flowers in Kempock Street, Gourock.  
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At Parliament, I hosted two events in December — the first 
on behalf of the Cross Party Group on Visual Impairment 
which I convene.  

Following the CPG’s final meeting of the year a celebration of 
the 150th anniversary of SCOVI (Scottish Council on Visual 
Impairment) took place. Maggie Chapman, the new Chief 
Executive, spoke about SCOVI’s journey and her ambitions 
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During December, I was also able to ask the First Minister a 
question about road safety over the festive period, as well as a 
question to Transport Minister Humza Yousaf MSP regarding the 
Gourock — Dunoon ferry tendering processes.  

On Wednesday 20 December I spent the morning in my 
constituency to attend the official opening of Orchard View 
alongside my colleague Maureen Watt MSP, Minister for Mental 
Health. This new £7.3m facility will improve people’s lives in the 
area and is a further step forward in improving mental health care 

The second event I sponsored marked River Clyde Home’s 10th 
Anniversary. This was an opportunity to look back at the 
achievements of the last decade while also looking forward to the 
future of RCH in Inverclyde. It was also an opportunity to meet 
with residents and staff to hear of the organisation’s plans for 
local housing.  

Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social Security & Equality, 
Angela Constance MSP, joined with me in commending RCH’s 
work to reduce fuel poverty locally by providing warm, safe and 
comfortable homes for my constituents.  


