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Hello and welcome to my latest newsletter. It has been a very eventful few months 
with both the Council elections and the recent General Election. The rules of Purdah 
mean that I have had to refrain from sending out my monthly newsletter as normal.   
 
First of all, I’d like to congratulate Ronnie Cowan on his successful re-election as MP 
for Inverclyde. Ronnie has been a hard working MP and has set off on a project to 
help deliver social and economic opportunities locally. This is a project that I am sure 
he can complete with another 5 years at the helm. I look forward to working with him 
to ensure that happens. I would also like to congratulate all of our recently elected 
councillors, including those who are new to their prospective roles. I look forward to 
working with them all over the coming years.  

I was delighted to pledge my 
support for the Women Against 
State Pension Inequality (WASPI) 
Campaign.  
 
The Scottish Government have 
campaigned tirelessly for a better 
deal for our older people – 
including by supporting the 
excellent WASPI campaign. In the 
Scottish Parliament, we have 
protected and invested in vital 
social policies like free personal 
care for the elderly and will 
protect the Winter Fuel Payment. 
 
The Scottish Government will 
continue to fully support the 
WASPI campaign in their efforts 
to secure fairness for the millions 
of women affected.  

 



The Scottish Government revealed in April that 
plans were underway to introduce drug-driving 
limits and roadside testing to Scotland. I have 
long campaigned on this issue.  
 
I wrote to Justice Secretary Michael Matheson 
in June 2016 to ask whether the Scottish 
Government would consider introducing a drug 
driving limit in Scotland, and also raised this at 
First Minister’s Questions in the Scottish 
Parliament in February 2017.  
  
Under any proposed changes, there would be 
specific limits for certain drugs - as there is with 
alcohol - and a zero tolerance approach to 
others. 
 
The Scottish Government’s proposal to 
legislate to stop that is to be welcomed. These 
reforms, when combined with the well-regarded 
decision to lower the drink-drive limit, will make 
a major contribution to road safety in Scotland.  

Health Secretary Confirms No Cuts to ITU at IRH  
 

The Greenock Telegraph recently reported that employees and consultants have been 
informally told that the Intensive Treatment Unit (ITU) which caters for patients at the 
IRH who need intensive treatment after an operation, will close in January.  
 
During General Question time at the Scottish Parliament on 25 May, I raised concerns 
that an anonymous member of staff had released information to the local newspaper to 
suggest that the ITU ward was earmarked for closure.  
 

In response, Cabinet Secretary for Health Shona Robison stated: 

“Stuart McMillan will be aware that NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde responded to 
concerns and confirmed that there are currently no proposals to alter the services 
delivered by the ITU at Inverclyde royal hospital. 

“I expect all health boards to undertake proper and meaningful engagement with local 
stakeholders in the shaping and delivery of healthcare services, and local people can 
be assured that the national health service in Scotland has well-established guidance 
on service changes. 

“It remains the case that any proposals that are designated as major changes would 
have to be the subject of formal public consultation and, ultimately, ministerial approval. 

“I reiterate that there are currently no proposals to alter the services at the ITU at 
Inverclyde royal hospital and that nothing has come to me.” 
 
I am pleased at this reiteration from the Cabinet Secretary that the ITU at the IRH is 
safe.  

Drug Driving Limits 



As readers will no doubt be aware, there has been frequent disorder at Inverkip 
beach, especially on weekend evenings, school holidays and during bouts of good 
weather. The beach has been taken over by up to 70 youths at a time with 
numbers of them drinking, fighting and leaving a trail of mess behind. Hundreds of 
youngsters have been flocking to gatherings set up on social media. Passengers 
on trains have been intimidated as groups travel to the parties.  
 
Safeguarding of young people is an absolute priority. However community safety is 
also a priority — people are entitled to the peaceful enjoyment of their home 
environment. 
 
I felt it was pertinent to produce a more co-ordinated response to this issue 
between key stakeholders. As such, I organised and chaired a meeting at Inverkip 
Community Hub on May 30th between Scotrail, Police Scotland, elected members 
of Inverclyde Council and Inverkip and Wemyss Bay Community Council, British 
Transport Police, Scottish Fire & Rescue, and Inverclyde Council’s social 
protection team to address the problem further and to formulate a working solution 
going forward.  
 
I’m delighted to say that as a result of this meeting there will be a more focused 
dedication to tackling anti-social behaviour in Inverkip over the coming months, 
which will hopefully provide a long-term solution to what is a serious issue for 
residents of Inverkip.  

Inverkip Anti-Social Behaviour Meeting 



Inverclyde Tourism Summit  
 

On Monday 12th June I hosted a tourism summit at the Beacon Arts Centre in an attempt 
to stimulate the tourism offer in Inverclyde.  
 
The Inverclyde Tourism Summit  welcomed nearly 80 attendees, as well as a host of 
thought provoking speakers who challenged people to think differently in how we sell, 
promote and deliver the tourism product in Inverclyde.  
 
The speakers, including Chief Executive of VisitScotland Malcolm Roughead OBE, Carron 
Tobin of Argyll group Rural Dimensions, and Chris O’Brien from Outdoor Capital talked 
about emerging trends, the customer journey and the opportunities for collaboration.  
 
This was an informed and inclusive discussion about Inverclyde’s tourism potential and 
what it can do to help generate further employment and skills opportunities, aid our local 
economy and help promote a positive vision of Inverclyde both internally and externally.  
 
Improving the viability of tourism products and services in Inverclyde has real potential to 
enhance social 
equalities, help achieve 
industry growth 
ambitions and boost 
the wider economy.   
 
Our key aim is to 
ensure that Inverclyde 
will have international 
brand recognition as a 
prime tourism 
destination and key 
part of Scotland's 
tourism offer. 
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If you wish to visit the Scottish Parliament, receive a tour or even  

take in First Minister’s Question Time, please contact my office. 
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