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Hello and welcome to my first newsletter of 2017. To all of you who I have not
met so far this year, I wish you all a very prosperous and Happy New Year.
The year has begun the way it ended, extremely busy. My office is also back in
full swing and it is as busy as always. More constituents than ever are emailing,
phoning and walking through my office door. This is good news as people know
where I am based and how to contact me. I am here to help and it is good to see
so many people taking advantage of the assistance that my staff and I can offer.
Recently I was informed of proposals by the UK Minister for Employment to close
the Job Centre in Port Glasgow. Local job centres provide a vital service to those
looking for work. It is completely unacceptable that Inverclyde, with one of the
highest unemployment rates in the country, is set to be one of the first parts of
the UK to have job centre closures imposed on it. This will have a damaging
impact on people in Inverclyde, resulting in already disadvantaged people being
forced to travel further at a higher cost in order to access vital job searching
services. I will do everything in my power, with support from the Scottish
Government, to fight these cuts.
CM2000 Event

I recently hosted an event in
Parliament on behalf of Greenock
based company CM2000. Brian
Brown and his team gave some
great presentations to MSPs and
guests on how technology can
benefit the care sector, by looking
to prevent illness and even
predicting falls before they
happen. We need to look to
technology to help deal with the
challenges
of
an
ageing
population.

NUS Scotland Lobby
of Parliament
I recently met with local West
College Scotland students
who came to Parliament to
lobby MSPs. The event was
organised by NUS Scotland.

Betting Shops
Many of you may know I have been campaigning for years for better regulation of the betting
industry with specific regard to Fixed Odds Betting Terminals (FOBTs). Unfortunately, these
machines have proved extremely addictive, with some commentators calling them ‘the crack
cocaine of gambling’.
Thankfully the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, of which I am Deputy
Convener, recently passed legislation which will now allow local councils to refuse planning
applications from bookmakers to turn, for example, an old bank into a bookies. As they both
used to be deemed ‘financial services’ planning boards could not block the application. Now,
councils will have the powers to allow them to block applications and halt the number of FOBTs
across our towns and villages.

Scottish Tourism
2017 is the Year of History, Heritage and
Archaeology and MSPs were recently asked to
record a message to convey our support and
commitment to growing Scotland’s tourism
industry at an event hosted by Visit Scotland.
The event doubled as an official launch of
Scottish Tourism Week’s programme of events
planned for March.
I’m encouraging people to visit some of
Inverclyde’s tourism sites. We have a rich and
varied heritage which can often be overlooked.
Greenock was the birthplace of James Watt –
the godfather of the industrial revolution. The
remains of the castle at Ardgowan Estate in
Inverkip, originally built as a watchtower to
ward off the Vikings, was a crucial location in
the Wars of Independence. Port Glasgow is
home to Newark Castle, built in the 15th
Century with wonderful views across the river.
Why not delve into the history and culture right
on your doorstep?

European Parliament Visit

As a member of the Scottish Parliament
Committee on Culture, Tourism, Europe and
External Relations (CTEERC), a delegation
of us went to Brussels to meet with MEP’s,
representatives from Canada and the Faroe
Islands, an Constitutional Academic, Scottish
Government
and
Scotland
Europa
representatives, the European Trade Union
Confederation (ETUC), a former MEP and
the European Parliament’s Constitutional
Affairs Committee.
The vast majority of our committee work is
understandably on the huge implications of
Brexit and how it will affect Scotland and the
UK.
There was a huge level of sympathy for and
appreciation for Scotland since we voted
overwhelmingly by 62% to Remain yet are
now set to leave. Leaving will be difficult.
Three agreements will be required. First of
all, the actual leaving deal, then there will be
transition arrangements which could feasibly
take up to ten years. Finally, there will be the
long term final deal.
Make no mistake, leaving the EU will not be
easy and will have economic implications for
us all.

Holocaust Memorial Day - 27
January
Every year, on the 27th January we
remember the people who died during the
Holocaust and mark the liberation of Nazi
Concentration and Death Camp Auschwitz
-Birkenau during Holocaust Memorial Day.
I spoke in the Member’s Debate marking
Holocaust Memorial Day and I signed the
Book of Commitment in the Scottish
Parliament.
I quoted one of my constituents Kirsten
Irvine who took part in the Holocaust
Educational Trust Lessons from Auschwitz
Project which includes a visit to
Auschwitz. I was informed about Kirsten’s
blog by her mother.
Her blog piece was cleverly written and
clearly highlighted how important the
educational programme is.

IRH/ Review of Maternity and Neonatal Services
At the end of December, the NHSGGC board voted to move to consultation on
the proposed changes to birthing services in the Community Maternity Units at
both Inverclyde Royal Hospital and Vale of Leven Hospital. The consultation was
to be launched in January following the Scottish Government publishing its
‘Review of Maternity and Neonatal Services’.
I believe the board took the right decision and I am glad my calls and those of
constituents were listened to. Making a decision on the future of two maternity
units before the Scottish Government published its review would have been an
extremely unwise decision. The Scottish Government published its review on the
20th January so I expect that NHSGGC will be launching its consultation on its
proposal to change services at the IRH Community Maternity Unit.
The review itself, a ‘Review of Maternity and Neonatal Services’ is a very
welcome report and has the potential to revolutionise maternity care, to deliver
safer and better services for women, babies and their families, and to improve the
health of our population. Changes to birth rate, demographics and best practice,
as well as advances to clinical care, mean that services provided to women and
babies must be adapted and updated. The clinical evidence shows us that, for
the most critically ill babies, delivering highly specialist care in up to five
enhanced neonatal intensive care units in Scotland will ensure better outcomes
for them and their families.
The Scottish Government will also be prioritising the recommendations around
transport and accommodation for parents of babies in neonatal care, to help ease
those pressures during a difficult time for families. Going forward, the Scottish
Government will work towards implementing a working group to develop how
best it can take forward the recommendations in partnership with the NHS and
with service users. Click on the link below for more information about the
NHSGGC consultation - http://www.nhsggc.org.uk/get-in-touch-get-involved/
inform-engage-and-consult/changes-to-birthing-services-in-the-inverclydecommunity-maternity-unit/
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