
Serving Port Glasgow, Greenock, Gourock, Wemyss 
Bay and Inverkip  
Hello and welcome to the 7th edition of my regular newsletter. 

With the Parliament’s summer recess now over, I am back through in 
Edinburgh three days a week and in the constituency on a Monday and 
Friday. 

I have four members of staff who will be able to deal with and assist 
constituents with a whole range of issues. I say four members of staff and 
some of you will be aware I used to have only three, Matthew, Philomena 
and Shaun.  

Unfortunately, Shaun has left us to head back to university mid- 
September. I have welcomed two new members of staff to replace Shaun, 
Jenifer and Seonaid.  

Shaun has been a great member of my team and I wish him well for the 
future. I’m sure Jenifer and Seonaid will do a fine job, please feel free to 
drop in and say hello to both. 
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PIPEATHON 2017 
Thank you to everyone who sponsored, helped 
out and supported the Pipeathon in any way.  

At present, we have collected roughly £4000 
spread among the three good causes. That is 
before we have even auctioned off the team 
strips and other gifts I received from clubs 
along the way.  

I will soon be hosting a lunch time event in 
Parliament to make my fellow MSPs aware of 
the signed tops and the other items that will be 
auctioned. 

 
I will also be conducting an online auction via 
the Pipeathon Facebook page: 

Pipeathon 2017.  

If you would like to bid for your team’s strip or 
know anyone that would want to get involved, 
please share the Facebook page with them. 

A lot of the strips are signed with a few teams 
also providing tickets and Arbroath even 
donating a bottle of the club’s very own gin!
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INVERCLYDE FOODBANK 
I was able to help out the Foodbank and i58 Project Inverclyde 
during ‘‘Step up Saturday” on 12th August. Both do a fantastic 
job collecting and distributing food and other items like clothes 
to people across Inverclyde.  

It’s scandalous that we need these organisations in the 21st 
Century in one of the world’s richest countries, but the harsh 
reality of life is that these organisations are a life-line to many.  

I have now received a Foodbank container which I have located 
in my office. Anyone who wishes to donate food, toiletries, 
nappies, etc can feel free to drop their donation off Monday to 
Friday, 9am till 5pm.  
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INVERKIP BEACH  
Many of you will be aware of the pilot 
scheme that ran at several Greenock 
train stations during the summer, 
designed to alleviate the issues of youths 
accessing Inverkip beach via trains, then, 
on occasion, causing disorder in and 
around the beach.  

At the beginning of June, I held 
a meeting of stakeholders including 
ScotRail, Inverclyde Council Wardens, 
British Transport Police and Police 
Scotland and the pilot scheme was put in 
place.  

The follow-up meeting took place in 
September to bring together the various 
stakeholders involved to gauge the success 
of the pilot and to hopefully extend it to 

deal with the issue during holidays and 
periods of good weather in the future. 

If any local residents have seen 
improvements or have any comments 
about the pilot scheme, please get in 
contact. 

JAMES WATT FESTIVAL  
2019 will mark the bicentenary of the death of James 
Watt. Watt’s invention of the separate condenser 
changed the steam engine from a crude and inefficient 
machine into one that became the mainstay of the 
industrial revolution.  

Across the UK, several events are set to take place to 
commemorate Watt on the bicentenary of his death.  

In the run-up to the 200th anniversary of his death, I 
propose that a week-long festival, similar to the hugely 
successful Sma’ Shot festival in Paisley, should be 
pursued in Inverclyde on an annual basis. This is the 
least we can do to celebrate the fantastic legacy of one 
of the greatest inventors of the Enlightenment. The 
possibilities for the festival are endless - from STEM 
workshops in schools, to live music, storytelling, to 
artist and designer showcases.  
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INVERCLYDE ROYAL HOSPITAL  
In August I sent an FOI request to NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde Health Board with regards 
to Inverclyde Royal Hospital and it is safe to 
say that the long-term future of the IRH is 
secure after its findings revealed significant 
developments taking place within the 
hospital.  

I felt compelled to request this detailed 
information after numerous false stories were 
circulated relating to the future of the hospital. 
The findings outlined that significant 
developments are currently underway to 
sustain or expand health services at the 
hospital.  

The Health Board are currently reviewing 
surgical pathways and ensuring Inverclyde 
patients have access to specialist acute surgical 
teams; overseeing the introduction of Acute 
Medical Advanced Nurse Practitioners in acute 
medical receiving unit; expanding Gastro 
nurse specialist roles in Inverclyde; investing in 
PUVA unit purchased for Inverclyde to retain 
service locally; and introducing an insulin 
pump clinic to the IRH supported by additional 
consultant. 

As well as local developments that have taken 
place, or are currently underway in relation to 
sustaining and developing services and 
pathways at the IRH, the Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde Health Board have made significant 
capital investment into the hospital over £19 
million in the last five years.  

For too long, the future of the IRH has been 
used as a political football and this doesn’t 
help the morale of staff at all. Last month I 
met with the Health Board Chief Executive and 
Chairman and we all agreed that the 
unfounded reports that have circulated 
recently are actively undermining the valuable 
contribution that the IRH and its staff make 
and cause unnecessary worry and alarm 
amongst the public. It’s time we recognised 
that real progress is being made in our NHS.  

Of course, we should always be aware of 
what more needs to be done to continue to 
support patients and our hard-working IRH 
staff.  

The Scottish Government will never stop 
working to ensure that people in Scotland 
enjoy the first-rate health service they deserve.  
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CONTACT DETAILS  

Address: Constituency Office, 
26 Grey Place, Greenock, PA15 1YF  

Email: Stuart.McMillan.MSP@Parliament.scot Telephone: 01475 720 930 
Website: www.stuart-mcmillan.net  

If you wish to visit the Scottish Parliament, receive a tour or even take in First 
Minister’s Question Time, please contact my office.  

EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO  
In August I fulfilled one of my lifetime 
ambitions by participating in one of the 
world's truly global events the Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo.  

I have watched the event of many years and 
always wondered if the chance would ever 
arrive to participate.  

Thankfully, it did.  

The theme this year was a 'Splash of Tartan' 
so the Scottish Clans were heavily involved. 
Along with three other pipers, I lead the Clan 
MacMillan down through Edinburgh Castle 
and into the Esplanade.  

As the Parliamentary Piper I was wearing the 
the Scottish Parliament tartan and using the 
Scottish Parliament pipe banner.  

It was a special feeling and one I shall never 
forget.  
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