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Welcome to my annual newsletter which contains some highlights of the year so far.
It has been a busy time in the constituency as well as in Parliament. I hope you enjoy
reading about my year working hard for the people of Greenock and Inverclyde.

Inverclyde Tourism Summit

On Monday 12th June I hosted a tourism summit at the Beacon Arts Centre in an attempt to
stimulate the tourism offer in Inverclyde.
The Inverclyde Tourism Summit welcomed nearly 80 attendees, as well as a host of
thought provoking speakers who challenged people to think differently in how we sell,
promote and deliver the tourism product in Inverclyde. The speakers, including Chief
Executive of VisitScotland Malcolm Roughead OBE, Carron Tobin of Argyll group Rural
Dimensions, and Chris O’Brien from
Outdoor Capital of the UK, Lochaber
Chamber of Commerce, talked about
emerging trends, the customer
journey and the opportunities for
collaboration.
This was an informed and inclusive
discussion about Inverclyde’s tourism
potential and what it can do to help
generate further employment and
skills opportunities, aid our local
economy and help promote a positive
vision of Inverclyde both internally
and externally. Improving the viability
of tourism products and services in
Inverclyde has real potential to
enhance social equalities, help
achieve industry growth ambitions
and boost the wider economy.

Our key aim is to ensure that
Inverclyde will have international
brand recognition as a prime tourism
destination and key part of Scotland's
tourism offer.

Inverkip Anti-Social Behaviour Meeting
As readers will no doubt be aware, there has been frequent disorder at Inverkip
beach, especially on weekend evenings, school holidays and during bouts of good
weather. The beach has been taken over by up to 70 youths at a time with
numbers of them drinking, fighting and leaving a trail of mess behind. Hundreds of
youngsters have been flocking to gatherings set up on social media. Passengers
on trains have been intimidated as groups travel to the parties.
Safeguarding of young people is an absolute priority. However community safety is
also a priority — people are entitled to the peaceful enjoyment of their home
environment.
I felt it was pertinent to produce a more co-ordinated response to this issue
between key stakeholders. As such, I organised and chaired a meeting at Inverkip
Community Hub on May 30th between Scotrail, Police Scotland, elected members
of Inverclyde Council and Inverkip and Wemyss Bay Community Council, British
Transport Police, Scottish Fire & Rescue, and Inverclyde Council’s social
protection team to address the problem further and to formulate a working solution
going forward.
I’m delighted to say that as a result of this meeting an agreement was reached that
a more focused dedication was needed to tackle anti-social behaviour in Inverkip
over the coming months, which will hopefully provide a long-term solution to what is
a serious issue for residents of Inverkip.
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Wear it Pink
I was delighted to
support
Breast
Cancer Now’s ‘wear
it pink’ campaign in
October
in
the
Scottish Parliament.
‘Wear it Pink’, the
UK’s biggest pink
fundraiser, calls on
supporters across the
country to ditch the
day-to-day
colours
and pull on some
pink to raise money
for Breast Cancer
Now’s
life-saving
breast
cancer
research. Now in its
15th year, ‘wear it
pink’ raises over £2
million each year for world-class research into breast cancer.

The Scottish Government is committed to playing its full part in efforts to stop breast cancer
deaths by 2050. To make this ambitious goal a reality we need everyone to work together.
Campaigns like ‘wear it pink’ help fund cutting edge research into breast cancer. That research
will deliver new ways of understanding the disease, preventing it, treating it, and ultimately
stopping it taking lives.

£19m Investment in IRH
In August 2017 it was revealed that NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde (NHSGGC) has
invested over £19,135,000 in the IRH over the last five years.
The board has underlining its commitment to the Inverclyde Royal Hospital (IRH) with
£800,000 investment over the current financial year.
Last year the board carried out a £2.5 million investment in a new boiler at the IRH as
well as committing £400,000 on a new chiller unit to regulate temperature in wards in
the summer and £430,000 in energy efficiency works.

This investment into Inverclyde Royal Hospital by NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde is
fantastic news. It firmly reiterates the importance of the IRH to health provision in our
community, and underlines the commitment of the board to ensuring its long-term
future.
As well as investing in new technology and infrastructure, our dedicated NHS staff at
Inverclyde Royal Hospital are working extremely hard to maintain a high level of
performance and are continually working to retain and build on this success to ensure
patients in Inverclyde get the service they rightly deserve.
By the end of this parliament the Scottish Government will have increased health
funding by an additional £2 billion. The Scottish Government recently launched the
National Clinical Strategy; the blueprint for health and social care in Scotland over the
next 10 to 15 years. This long-term plan, coupled with support from our health boards,
will ensure that we continue support the health needs of this generation, and
generations to come

Drug Driving Limits
The Scottish Government revealed in April
that plans were underway to introduce drugdriving limits and roadside testing to Scotland.
I have long campaigned on this issue.

I wrote to Justice Secretary Michael
Matheson in June 2016 to ask whether the
Scottish
Government
would
consider
introducing a drug driving limit in Scotland,
and also raised this at First Minister’s
Questions in the Scottish Parliament in
February 2017.
Under any proposed changes, there would be
specific limits for certain drugs - as there is
with alcohol - and a zero tolerance approach
to others.

The Scottish Government’s proposal to
legislate to stop that is to be welcomed.
These reforms, when combined with the wellregarded decision to lower the drink-drive
limit, will make a major contribution to road
safety in Scotland.

Schools in Inverclyde get Funding Boost
In July 2017, the Scottish Government announced that schools in Inverclyde will
receive an additional £3.1 million in 2017/18 to help close the poverty-related
attainment gap, The Scottish Attainment Challenge is providing £750 million during the
course of this Parliament to tackle the poverty related attainment gap.
Nine local authorities and an additional 72 individual schools have been allocated
funding from the Scottish Attainment Challenge, for education initiatives and projects
targeting Scotland’s most deprived children. Education Minister John Swinney made
the announcement during a visit to Newark Primary School Holiday Club in Port
Glasgow where a range of opportunities for families to learn and play together over
the school holidays has been made possible by previous Scottish Attainment
Challenge funding.
Improving the education and life chances of our children and young people is the
defining mission of this government. Central to this is the Scottish Attainment
Challenge, which is providing £750 million during the course of this Parliament to
tackle the poverty-related attainment gap by supporting hundreds of schools develop
approaches to improve literacy, numeracy and health and well-being.
This latest round of funding will ensure that schools where the need is greatest have
substantial additional funding for the coming year to improve literacy, numeracy and
health and well-being. I’m delighted that schools in Inverclyde are benefitting from this
funding, which is targeted to improve the life chances of children and young people in
Scotland.

SNP Government Pledge Millions for Inverclyde Housing
In June the Scottish Government announced that it will oversee a further £29.6
million invested in building affordable housing in Inverclyde.
The commitment put forward will see all of Scotland’s 32 councils know now what
their share of around £1.754 billion in grant subsidy over three years to 2021 will be
allowing them to plan the affordable housing in their area.
Increasing the supply of affordable homes is a key commitment – and vital to our
ambition of tackling poverty and inequality in our society. This funding will be will be
vital in improving the housing stock in the area and will play a role in improving life
chances and lifting people out of poverty
The commitment ensures that Scotland leads the way in building homes that are highquality, efficient and affordable as well as strengthening Scotland’s house-building
sector and the estimated 14,000 jobs that the affordable housing supply programme
supports each year. This announcement will provide the certainty that Inverclyde and
the sector need to accelerate this progress and ensure we keep up this momentum to
reach our goal of 50,000 new affordable homes in Scotland by 2021.

Transport Scotland Meeting
As readers will know, there have been several issues surrounding the A8 in Greenock,
including persistent flooding, which I have long campaigned on. I had a productive
meeting in August 2017 with two Transport Scotland representatives regarding the
Trunk Road network in Inverclyde. We had lengthy discussions about the condition of
the A78 and the A8 as well as discussions about the maintenance programme and how
this operates. They will be sending me further details of the maintenance schedule.
The A8 has been affected by both flooding and the recent fire at the McKechnie Jess
factory. The wider flood management survey is still underway so it would be premature
to speculate on its outcome. Nevertheless, Transport Scotland are fully aware of how
Inverclyde has been affected by these events. The Scottish Government have also
provided a commitment to produce an updated Strategic Transport Project Review
(STPR) by the end of this session. This is an opportunity for a singular Inverclyde
position to be put proposed or consideration for a longer term sustainable outcome.
I put forward the proposal to consider the introduction of a relief road around Inchgreen
between Bogston and the James Watt Dock Marina. This is something that has been
mooted by many locally, particularly as a result of the recent fire
The two representatives agreed to examine further information before considering any
feasibility study on such a project. As we know, a relief road has been introduced in
Argyll to deal with the situation at the Rest and Be Thankful but clearly local
circumstances differ from Argyll. The meeting was positive and I’m sure the progress
we are seeing on the condition of the local trunk road network will continue but the A8 is
still a long term problem to be addressed.

Disability Confident Event
I was delighted to be jointly coordinating the Disability Confident Event in Greenock Town
Hall with Ronnie Cowan MP in October, 2016. Disability Confident is a scheme aimed at
helping employers make the most of the opportunities provided by taking on disabled
people.
At the ‘Employ
with Confidence’
event in Greenock,
local businesses
were given
information and
advice on a range
of topics to enable
them to support
staff with health
issues or
disabilities. Former
Provost Moran
also signed up to
the scheme on
behalf of
Inverclyde Council.
These events are crucial to raise awareness to ensure that people with disabilities have the
best possible opportunities in education, employment or training and the best possible start
to their careers.

Braille Exhibition at the Scottish Parliament
In February 2017, I hosted the Braille exhibition at the Scottish Parliament along with other
members of the Cross Party Group on Visual Impairment.
The CPG aims to draw together
the blind and partially sighted
sector to identify issues, and
seeks to influence policy,
legislation and decision makers
to better reflect the needs of
visually impaired people in
Scotland.
Following the meeting, attendees
were invited to attend an
exhibition of Braille technology
from Royal Blind's historic
collection.
The exhibition was first shown
last year to celebrate 125 years
of the Scottish Braille Press.

Trying out the Braille Press

Pipeathon 2017
In July I completed the round-country charity Pipeathon. The task involved me playing at all 42
senior football clubs in the country to raise awareness and money for three excellent causes:
Clydeside Action on Asbestos, Cash for Kids and The Andy Adams Fund. I kicked off at
Cappielow Park on 17th July and the final whistle was at Hampden on 21st July.
I am delighted to inform you that through your assistance, I surpassed the Just Giving target of
£3000 and have also brought in over £1000 in cash and cheques and there is still outstanding
monies to be
collected.
In
addition to this,
I would like to
thank
those
clubs that have
agreed
to
donate either a
signed
club
top, club top,
signed ball or
other item to be
auctioned
in
the autumn. I
am
confident
that we will be
in a position of
raising
more
than £5,000 to
be
divided
equally
amongst
the
Stuart with Firefighter Andy Adams holding the Scottish Cup
three organisations.
The challenge was assisted also with support from Arnold Clark, McDonald’s, EE, Graphics
Forge and the Inverclyde Community Development Trust.
I would like to extend my gratitude once again for assistance, support and welcome from each
football club during the recent Pipeathon2017 challenge. The three organisations and myself
wholeheartedly appreciate the support of all clubs, sponsors and donors in making the
challenge a success.

Contact details
Address: Constituency Office,
26 Grey Place, Greenock, PA15 1YF
Email: Stuart.McMillan.MSP@Parliament.scot
Telephone: 01475 720 930
Website: www.stuart-mcmillan.net
If you wish to visit the Scottish Parliament, receive a tour or even
take in First Minister’s Question Time, please contact my office.

